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Topðpictures taken by June Copping, at the Remembrance Day Service in 

November.  Jean Stokes lays a wreath. June herself knitted dozens of poppies for 

charity.  Michael Hahn helps his son to place a box on the impressive pile of 

Shoeboxes donated in November. 

Cover picture by  Ruth Sanderson, illustrator of childrenôs books, 1992 



 

 
 

Sunday 6th          Advent 2 

8am    BCP Morning Prayer led by John Marks 

11am   Parish Communion led by Ron Ingamells 
 

Sunday 13th            Advent 3 

8am   BCP Holy Communion led by  Amanda Duncan 

11am    Nativity Service led by Jo Brooks and Mary Douglas 
 

Tuesday 15th 2.30 pm     Friendship Tea 
 

Sunday 20th          Advent 4 

8am    BCP Holy Communion led by John Barnard 

11am    Nine Lessons and Carols with the Bishop of Hertford 

5pm   Carols by Candlelight 
 

Thursday 24th         Christmas Eve 

4pm Crib service  led by John Barnard 

11pm Christmas Communion led by Susan Stilwell 
 

Friday 25th              Christmas Day   

10.30am  Family Carol Service 
 

Sunday 27th        St John the Apostle/Evangelist 

8am     BCP Morning Prayer led by John Marks 

11am    Parish Communion led by Martin King 

5pm    Cafe Church 

 
***  Morning Prayer 10 am every Wednesday  *****  

Coffee  after 11 am Services.  

December 2015     1 

Readings  (preacher reads the gospel at Parish Communion) 

6th     Philippians 1, 3-11;  Luke 3, 1-6 

13th & 20th    TBA            

24th   Acts 13, 6-26;  Luke 1, 67-79 

25th   Luke 2, 1-14 

27th    1 John 1, 1-10;  John 21, 19b-25 



 

 
 

 

Sunday  3rd       Epiphany 

8am    BCP Holy Communion  led by  Amanda Duncan 

11am   Morning Prayer led by the wardens, talk by Geoffrey Hollis 

 

Sunday  10th     Baptism of  Christ 

8am     BCP Morning Prayer led by John Marks 

11am   Parish Communion led by the Archdeacon of Hertford 

 

Tuesday 12th 2.30 pm     Friendship Tea 

 

Sunday  17th     Epiphany 2 

8am   BCP Holy Communion   led by Susan Stilwell 

11am    All age/Family Service  led by  the Choir 

 

Sunday  24th     Epiphany 3 

8am      BCP Morning Prayer led by John Marks 

11am    Parish Communion led by Martin King 

5pm    Cafe Church 

 

Sunday 31st      Epiphany 3 

8am      BCP Holy Communion   led by  Susan Stilwell 

11am    Morning Prayer led by Ian Douglas 

 

***  Morning Prayer 10 am every Wednesday  ***** 

January 2016      

Coffee  after 11 am Services. Sunday Club  at 11am save Family Service  

2 

Readings     (preacher reads the gospel at Parish Communion)  

 

3rd     Psalm 72;  Isaiah 60, 1-6;  Matthew 2, 1-12  

10th   Isaiah 43, 1-7;  Luke 3, 15-17 & 21-22 

17th   TBA 

24th   1. Corinthians 12, 12-31a;  Luke 4, 14-21 

31st    Psalm 48;  1.Cor 13, 1-13;  Luke 2, 22-40 

            



 

 
 

Editorôs Message   3  

D o you listen to Thought for the Day, on Radio Four? 

More often than not it is pretty bland and quickly 

forgotten.  This morningôs talk (Monday November 23rd) 

made me think. 

The speaker was Lord Jonathan Sacks, previously Chief 

Rabbi, and he addressed the tricky question of where God 

was in the terrible shootings in Paris and elsewhere.  His answer was to 

distinguish between God in Heaven, who is ñbeyond changeò and God on 

earth who ñdepends on what we do in his nameò.   

When good deeds are done in His name He is sanctified.  When evil is done in 

His name, particularly violence against mankind, who is made in His image, 

then He is desecrated. 

Lord Sacks concluded by urging people of faith to declare this so as ñto bring 

the Divine presence back into the shared spaces of our inter-related lives.ò 

To check I had this right I listened again to the talk on the BBC websiteðthe 

first time I have bothered to do this for TFTD. 

 

S hortly afterwards I carried out my 

daily constitutionalða brisk walk 

to the newsagent to get a daily paper.  

As usual I scanned the headlines of the 

other papers on display and with some 

dismay saw the Sunôs, shown here.   

When I got home I researched the 

Sunôs claim, to find it was distorted.  

The paper had commissioned a survey 

of  a mere 1,000 Muslims asking 

whether they ñhad a lot/some/or no sympathy with young Muslims who leave 

the UK to join fighters in Syriaò. 5.3% answered ña lotò;14.5% had ñsomeò; 

these two categories together totalled 19.8 % or nearly  1 in 5.  However the 

questions did not include the word Jihadis and there are many other groups in 

Syria who oppose Assad exactly as our Government does.  The Sunôs headline 

seems designed to stoke up hatred of Muslims. 

 

A t Christmas we celebrate the birth of Jesus.  Whatever your take on the 

Gospel narratives about His arrival in the world and subsequent ministry, 

one thing shines out ðHis belief that God is Love.  Indeed He gave His life to 

demonstrate that good does triumph in the end. So let us cleave to the Sackôs 

view on life and not the Sunôs.                                            Geoffrey Hollis 

Read our Bishopsô view on the  Paris outrage on page  14 



 

 

  4  News and People   

   CHURCH FLOWERS 

The Flowers on October 19th are dedicated by Merle Hards 

'In loving memory to all my close family and friends - miss 

you all so much'. 
 

If you would like to place a dedication in the magazine - please con-

tact Jackie Spry (Churchwarden & Assistant Treasurer). 

A contribution of £20 is suggested which will be divided equally  

between the Flower Fund and the churchôs general funds.  

Baptisms  
25th October Ophelia Dean; 

22nd November Violet Jobling; 

congratulations to them and their 

families. 
 

 

New Vicar?  
A candidate has come forward 
for our vacancy and formal 
interviews will be held towards 
the end of December.  Our two 
Wardens will represent St Johnôs.  
Let us pray that all goes well on 
the day for all concerned. A new 
Vicarage has been purchased by 
the Diocese on the edge of 
Hatfield Garden Village, giving 
convenient access to both St 
Johnôs and St Michaelôs.  The old 
Vicarage in High Oaks Road is in 
the process of being sold. 

Richard Pyke  
Our Team Rector is retiring in 
January and we wish him every 
happiness.  The search for a 
replacement cannot apparently 
begin until he leaves so it may 
take quite a few months before a 
new Rector arrives. 

Nine Lessons & Carols 
On December 20th will be led by 
the Bishop of Hertford, the first 
time he has worshipped with us.  
We very much look forward to 
his presence at this always 
uplifting  service. 

Gordon and Elfy Wilson  
ñwould like to thank their friends 
at Lemsford church for their kind 
wishes on the occasion of their 
Diamond Wedding anniversary, 
as well as for the beautiful floral 
display with which they were 
presented.ò 

Carol singing  
June Copping has been active in 
expanding the coverage this year.  
Look out for the Singers who will 
be out on three evenings before 
Christmas: Thursday December 
17th Cromer Hyde; Friday 18th 
Lemsford Village; and Monday 
21st in Stanborough, weather 
permitting.   

Lemsford Walks  
Carry onðMore information 

from June Copping 

Hatfield1357@Outlook.com 


